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DELAY STATEMENT

Section 23 of the Bureau of Indian Standards (BIS) Act, 2016 lays down that the
Central Government shall cause the Annual Report to be laid, as soon as may be, after it
is received, before each House of Parliament.

2. Rule 45 of the Bureau of Indian Standards Rules, 2018 stipulates that the Bureau
shall prepare its Annual Report and forward it to the Central Government within eight
months of the end of the financial year for being laid before each House of Parliament.
Accordingly, as per the provisions in the BIS Act and rules framed thereunder, Bureau is
required to submit its Annual Report to the Central Government by 30t November each
year for laying before each House of Parliament.

3. However, final Annual Report for the year 2020-21 could not be submitted to the
Central Government by 30™ November, 2021. The chronology of finalization of Annual
Report and its submission to the Central Government is as under:-

(i) Bureau of Indian Standards (BIS) submitted its Annual Accounts to Controller
and Auditor General of India (CAG) on 6th Aug, 2021. The second wave of Covid-
19 pandemic badly affected the entire nation in the months of April-June
2021 leading to complete lockdown in majority states in the country and thus,
all the Regional Offices/Branch Offices of BIS and also BIS Headquarters were
closed during this crucial period of finalization of Annual Accounts which
delayed the timely consolidation of accounts of BIS for the year 2020-21 and
thus, the Accounts could not be prepared within the prescribed timelines by
BIS;

(ii)  The Audit of Accounts of BIS for the year 2020-21 done by CAG from 6t Sept,
2021 to 24 Sept, 2021;

(iii) The draft Annual Report 2020-21 of BIS, excluding Separate Audit Report
(SAR), duly edited and designed both in Hindi and English, was approved by the
Director General, BIS on 14% Oct, 2021.

(iv) The draft Audit Report was received from CAG by BIS on 18% Oct, 2021 for
giving replies;
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(v)  Approval of the Executive Committee of the BIS to the draft Afigul Repurt

excluding SAR was received on 25% Oct, 2021; FR BUIS BEIFR WS w1
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(vi)  BIS submitted its replies to the Draft Audit Report to CAG oW 29%Oct; 2021
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(vii) Draft Annual Report excluding SAR was received in this Department for
approval of Government on 10t Nov, 2021;

(viii) The approval of the Hon'ble Minister for Consumer Affairs, Food and Public

Distribution and President of the Governing Council of BIS to the Draft Annual
Report excluding SAR was conveyed to BIS on 24t Nov, 2021;

(ix) Approval of the Governing Council to the draft Annual Report excluding SAR
was received by circulation on 5% Dec, 2021;

{(x)  The final Separate Audit Report (SAR) 2020-21 was received from the office of
Audit on 28t Dec, 2021;

(xi)  BIS submitted the final Annual Report along with its review to the Central
Government on 14t Jan, 2022 for laying in both the Houses of Parliament.

4, Hence, the delay in laying the Annual Report of BIS in both the Houses of
Parliament is mainly due to the following:

(a) delayed consolidation and finalization of Annual Accounts by BIS due to Covid-19
lockdowns across the country; and

(b) delay in receipt of final Separate Audit Report (SAR) from the office of CAG.
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