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Safety of Machinery — Electro-Sensitive Protective
Equipment

An electro-sensitive protective equipment (ESPE) is applied to machinery presenting a risk of
personal injury. It provides protection by causing the machine to revert to a safe condition
before a person can be placed in a hazardous situation.

This standard provides general design and performance requirements of ESPEs for use over a
broad range of applications. Essential features of equipment meeting the requirements of this
standard are the appropriate level of safety-related performance provided and the built-in
periodic functional checks/self-checks that are specified to ensure that this level of
performance is maintained.

Each type of machine presents its own particular hazards and it is not the purpose of this
standard to recommend the manner of application of the ESPE to any particular machine.
This standard specifies technical requirements of electro-sensitive protective equipment. The
application of this standard may require the use of substances and/or test procedures that
could be injurious to health unless adequate precautions are taken.
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