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Transport of Dogs and Cats by Rail,
Road and Air — Code of Practice (First Revision)

Dogs and cats are commonly kept as domestic pets and serve various other purposes such as
guiding visually impaired individuals, providing therapy assistance, serving in watch and
protection roles, and aiding in police and military operations such as tracking criminals or
detecting explosives. Additionally, they are used as laboratory animals for scientific and
biomedical research. Due to the frequent transportation needs of these animals, a common code
for their transport has been established.

This standard was first published in 1968. However, a revision was undertaken to update the
transportation guidelines, incorporating current best practices to ensure the health and well-
being of dogs and cats during transportation. The following significant changes have been
made:

a) The general conditions for transporting dogs and cats have been modified to specify that the
fitness certificate required for transport should be issued by a veterinarian registered with the
Indian or State Veterinary Council. The format for this certificate is provided in Annex A,
following Schedule A of the Transport of Animals Rules, 1978.

b) The responsibilities of attendants during road travel have been elaborated, and necessary
documentation requirements for transportation have been included.

¢) The requirements for air travel have been revised to ensure sufficient ventilation and an
oxygenated environment for temperature-sensitive species of dogs and cats. Additionally,
appropriate adsorbent bedding material has been included.

d) The clause regarding containers for transportation has been expanded to address the
container's material, placement, and general structure. The aim is to protect the animals from
sudden impacts, injuries, and discomfort.

¢) The labeling requirements for containers have been modified, removing the term "livestock"
and incorporating suitable labeling instructions along with basic documentation for
identification and emergency contact information.

f) The responsibilities of consignors and consignees have been further elaborated under the
"Care in transit" clause.

While developing this standard, due consideration was given to the Prevention of Cruelty to
Animals Act, 1960, and the rules framed under it, as well as the Central Motor Vehicles Rules,
1989. However, it is important to note that this standard is subject to the restrictions imposed
by these rules, where applicable.
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