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Report on Awareness Seminar on ‘Standardization in the Field of Medical Textiles’ held
on 8™ October 2025 at VJTI Mumbai (MOU Institute)

Textiles Department of the Bureau of Indian Standards (BIS) organized an awareness seminar
on ‘Standardization in the Field of Medical Textiles’ on 8™ October 2025 at VJTI Mumbai.
The seminar was attended by about 120 participants from Industry, Govt Officials, Healthcare
Professionals, Testing Laboratories, Academic Institute, NGOs, Students and faculty of VJTI.

Dr. Shashikant Borkar, Head of the Textiles Department at VITI Mumbai, welcomed all the
esteemed speakers and extended his gratitude to the Bureau of Indian Standards (BIS) for
providing VIJTI the opportunity to co-organize the seminar. In his address, Dr. Borkar
highlighted the facilities available at VJTI to collaborate with the industry for research and
development in technical textiles.

During the inaugural address, Dr Sachin Kore, Director, VITI Mumbai emphasised the
importance of standardization in the medical field including critical applications like surgical
sutures, advanced wound dressings, implants. He highlighted the various undergraduate,
postgraduate, and Ph.D. programs offered by the institute
and emphasized that such awareness programs serve as valuable platforms for knowledge-
sharing in the field of medical textiles.



Shri Dharmbeer, Scientist D, Textiles, delivered a presentation on the overview of the
standardization of medical textiles. He explained the standard development process, the role of
technical committees, and the importance of stakeholder consultation to ensure the relevance
and effectiveness of standards. He highlighted key features and performance requirements of
important standard on medical textiles, BIS initiatives in standard formulation, R & D projects,
important proposals by BIS India for international standards under ISO/TC 338 and ISO/TC
304.

The seminar featured presentations by Smt. Shradha Dongre, SASMIRA on the technical
aspects and testing methods of Disposable and Reusable Sanitary Napkin, Baby Diaper, Non-
woven wipes and Dr. E. Santhini, SITRA on the technical aspects and testing methods of
Bioprotective Coverall, Surgical Gown/Drape, Face Mask, Shoe Cover, Bedsheet and Pillow
Cover, Dental Napkin Absorbent Cotton Gauze etc. Shri Milind Bhate, ITTA, Mumbai
highlighted the opportunity and challenges for MSME in the medical textiles such as PPEs,
non-wovens and hygiene sector and highlighted the need to strengthen regulatory support and
testing infrastructure.

Shri Piyush Wasekar, Scientist E, Mumbai Branch Office briefed participants on BIS
Conformity Assessment Scheme-1, covering the licensing process, documents required,
MSME marking fee concessions, cluster-based testing facilities, and the application procedure
via the Manakonline portal.

The seminar concluded with an open house discussion session, where participants' queries were
addressed and resolved, followed by a heartfelt vote of thanks to the speakers and the
participants.
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