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AWARENESS SEMINAR ON “STANDARDIZATION IN HANDLOOM AND KHADI
SECTOR - A LIVING SYMBOL OF INDIA’S FREEDOM AND HERITAGE” ON 30
DECEMBER 2025 AT INDIAN INSTITUTE OF HANDLOOM TECHNOLOGY
(IIHT), JODHPUR.

Bureau of Indian Standards (BIS) in association with Indian Institute of Handloom Technology
(ITHT) Jodhpur successfully organized an Awareness Seminar on "Standardization in
Handloom and Khadi Sector - A Living Symbol of India's Freedom and Heritage" at [IHT
Jodhpur on 30 December 2025.

The programme commenced with a welcome address by the Dr. Sivagnanam KJ, Director,
ITHT Jodhpur and member of TXD 08. The programme was graced by the Shri Vishesh
Nautiyal, Zonal Director, WSC Delhi and the Chairperson, TXD 08 as the Chief Guest. In
his Inaugural Address, he emphasized the critical importance of BIS standards, quality
benchmarks, and certification in strengthening the credibility, market acceptance, and
sustainability of Handloom and Khadi products that support the livelihoods of thousands of
hand spinners and weavers across the country.

In general session, a detailed presentation on ‘Introduction to BIS and its role in ensuring
quality ecosystem’ was delivered by Shri Swapnil, Scientist-C/Deputy Director, Textiles.
The participants were apprised of the following important aspects about BIS: —

e An overview of BIS Activity

e How the quality ecosystem is ensured

e Standards & importance of participation in standardization work

e Structure for Standards Development

e Process of standard formulation and types of standards

e Overview of work carried out by Textiles Division Council

e New initiatives taken by BIS for Digitization of Standardization Activity, new proposal
and commenting on draft documents through Standards Portal, R & D projects,
Participation at ISO/IEC.

In technical session, detailed presentation on ‘Standardization in Handloom and Khadi
sector’ was delivered by Shri Swapnil, Scientist-C/Deputy Director, Textiles. In the
presentation, he apprised the participants about the salient features, performance requirement
and test method of the following important Indian standards published by the committee TXD
08 on Handloom and Khadi products: -

1. HANDLOOM COTTON DURRIES (IS 1450 : 2023)

2. HANDLOOM POLYESTER-VISCOSE/COTTON BLENDED WOVEN SUITINGS
FOR UNIFORMS (IS 16673 : 2023)

. HANDLOOM COTTON MALMAL (IS 755 : 2023)

. HANDLOOM COTTON MIX SARIS (IS 8039 : 2023)

. HANDLOOM COTTON FABRIC FOR SCHOOL UNIFORMS (IS 8797 : 1978)

. HANDLOOM COTTON BED SHEETS (IS 745 : 2021)

. POLYVASTRA BEDSHEETS, KHADI (IS 17388 : 2020)

. COTTON KHADI PILLOW COVER (IS 17906 : 2022)

. THE NATIONAL FLAG OF INDIA (COTTON KHADI) (IS 1 : 1968)

0. HONEYCOMB AND HUCKABACK TOWELS, COTTON KHADI (IS 3781 :

2019)
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11. COTTON KHADI DUSTERS (IS 3777 : 2019)
12. KHADI YARN (IS 19263 : 2025)

Further, he apprised the participants about an important Indian Standard currently under
development, pertaining to the machine-made polyester National Flag of India.

Shri Mahesh Kumar, Principal Scientific Officer, MGIRI Wardha delivered the
presentation on ‘Product Development and Quality Control in Charkha Spinning’ and
addressed the gathering on Charkha Spinning, highlighting its technical relevance, traditional
value, and linkage with quality consistency in Khadi production.

The seminar witnessed active participation from faculty and staff of NIFT Jodhpur and FDDI
Jodhpur, along with ITHT Jodhpur faculty, staff, and students, making it a truly collaborative
and enriching learning platform. In addition, representatives from industries, testing
laboratories, consumer groups, and end users participated as key stakeholders. The event was
attended by approximately 100 participants.

The seminar concluded with an interactive question-and-answer session, during which all
queries raised by the participants were addressed, followed by the Vote of Thanks by Shri
Vikram Singh, Sr. Lecturer Textiles, IIHT Jodhpur.
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