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Sustainable Beach Operations — Requirements

This Indian Standard specifies the requirements for the sustainable operation
and maintenance of beaches across India, providing a structured framework
to ensure beaches are managed in an environmentally responsible, safe, and
inclusive manner. It has been developed in response to growing tourism
pressures and environmental concerns, and aligns with national laws
including the Environmental Protection Act and Coastal Regulation Zone
notifications.

It outlines a comprehensive framework covering key aspects of beach
management, including the display of environmental and safety information,
stakeholder education and awareness, water quality monitoring, ecological
conservation, and the provision of essential infrastructure and services.
Beaches are classified into three tiers — Class I, II, and III — based on their
level of compliance, with each class carrying a distinct operational flag
colour to signal its status to visitors.

This also emphasizes environmental stewardship by addressing marine

debris management, protection of native coastal habitats such as sand dunes
and turtle nesting sites, and the preparation of Beach Suitability Assessment
Studies and Environmental Management Plans prior to beach development.

In addition, it includes detailed requirements for safety and security,
including lifeguard deployment ratios, watchtower specifications, emergency
preparedness planning, and risk assessment for bathing zones. Operational
facilities such as waste management systems, drinking water, restrooms,
CCTV surveillance, and accessible pathways are also addressed, supporting
the safe, sustainable, and well-managed use of India's coastal resources.
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