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Report on Stakeholder Consultation Webinar on Wide Circulation Draft for
Revision of IS 5175 — Polypropyvlene Ropes

The Textiles Department, Bureau of Indian Standards (BIS), organized a Stakeholder
Consultation Webinar on the “Wide Circulation Draft for Revision of IS 5175 — Polypropylene
Ropes” on 26 May 2026 through virtual mode. The webinar witnessed participation from
approximately 60 stakeholders representing rope manufacturing industries, user industries,
testing laboratories, certification bodies, technical experts, and other interested organizations.

The programme commenced with a welcome address by Shri J. K. Gupta, Head (Textiles), who
welcomed the participants and emphasized the importance of stakeholder participation in the
standardization process. He highlighted the rationale behind the revision of IS 5175 : 2022,
noting that the existing standard primarily caters to polypropylene ropes used for high-risk and
industrial applications, whereas polypropylene ropes are increasingly being used in diverse
sectors such as fisheries, packaging of light goods, agriculture, net border ropes, and other low to
moderate load-bearing applications. He also elaborated on the need for incorporating
sustainability aspects, improving marking and labelling requirements, and aligning the standard
with present-day industry practices.

During his address, Shri Gupta provided an overview of the activities of the Textiles Department
and highlighted several initiatives undertaken by BIS to strengthen and modernize the
standardization ecosystem. These included digitalization of standardization activities through the
Online Standards Development platform, implementation of Action Research Projects (ARP),
promotion of R&D projects within technical committees, quarterly meetings of technical
committees for faster standards development, integration of standardization into educational
curricula, creation of Standards Clubs and Standardization Cells, organization of Manak
Manthan, and various stakeholder engagement initiatives aimed at making BIS a future-ready
organization.

Thereafter, Shri Amit Pandey, Scientist-B (Textiles Department), delivered a technical
presentation on the proposed revision of IS 5175. The presentation highlighted the major changes
incorporated in the wide circulation draft, including the introduction of additional varieties for 3-
strand and 4-strand polypropylene ropes, provisions permitting the use of recycled and own-
reprocessed materials under specified conditions, and updated marking and labelling
requirements for both ropes and rope coils to improve traceability and product identification.

Subsequently, Shri Harish Meena, Scientist-C (CMD-II), delivered a presentation on BIS
Conformity Assessment Schemes. He explained the procedures for grant and renewal of BIS
licences, surveillance mechanisms, and various initiatives introduced by BIS to facilitate ease of
compliance for Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises (MSMESs). The presentation also covered
recent developments in the certification process and addressed common issues faced by
applicants.




An interactive discussion session was conducted following the technical presentations.
Participants actively deliberated on various provisions of the draft standard and shared their
observations and suggestions. Significant discussions were held on matters relating to the colour
coding of ropes and tracer yarn requirements for identification of ropes manufactured using
recycled materials, the permissible percentage of polyethylene in polypropylene ropes for
enhancing functional performance, and the proposal for exclusion of 3-strand and 4-strand
polypropylene ropes of ELS variety up to 12 mm diameter from the scope of the standard.

The stakeholders also sought clarifications regarding BIS certification procedures and the
implementation of Quality Control Orders (QCOs) pertaining to ropes and cordages issued by
the Ministry of Textiles. The queries raised during the session were addressed by the concerned
BIS officials. The observations, comments, and suggestions received from the participants were
duly noted for consideration by the concerned technical committee (TXD 09) during the
finalization of the revised standard.

The webinar concluded with a vote of thanks delivered by Shri Amit Pandey, Scientist-B
(Textiles Department), who expressed gratitude to all participants for their valuable contributions
and active engagement in the consultation process.

The programme served as an effective platform for obtaining stakeholder feedback and fostering
collaborative discussions towards the development of a technically robust, practical, and
industry-relevant revision of IS 5175 on Polypropylene Ropes.
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